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Augusta Technical College Partners with Bank of America

Phone: 706.771.4819

on New Workforce Development Initiative

The grant will provide short term training and certifications.

Augusta, GA, October 13, 2021

The Augusta Technical College Foundation is pleased to announce that Bank of
America has approved a $100,000 investment in a new workforce development
initiative at Augusta Technical College: Focused, Accelerated Skills Training, or
FAST. FAST is designed to provide short term training and certifications programs
at the college. The Bank of America investment will fund three programs: 1)
Manufacturing Fundamentals Bootcamp, 2) Forklift and OSHA Training, and 3)
Medical Scribe skills.

Coordinated by Augusta Technical College’s Corporate and Community Education
Department, the new program will partner with employers and WorkSource Georgia
to provide placement opportunities after students complete a program of study in
either Manufacturing or Medical Scribe, two industries that need workers due to
high demand.

The investment by Bank of America will be used to hire a Manufacturing Instructor
who will also market and recruit new students facing underemployment or
unemployment because they lack basic skills that employers demand. The cost of
the tuition will be underwritten by the funding from this grant. Participants will
receive basic skills training in areas like forklift training, OSHA safety training, work
ethics and classroom instruction giving them an opportunity to work in entry level
manufacturing companies and setting them up for long term success.

“Augusta Technical College has built a successful program for technical training and
job placement that will better equip members of our community in performing jobs
that are not only in high-demand, but are also critical to growing the Augusta
economy,” said Ora Parish, President, Bank of America Augusta / Aiken. "Our
partnership furthers our commitment to supporting solutions that advance racial
and ethnic equality and create economic opportunity in our community.”
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The Medical Scribe program is an online self-study being introduced to the Augusta
market that will provide self-paced training which will result in a certification as a
Medical Scribe. Tuition for this program will also be underwritten by the grant.

“Bank of America is one of the strongest partners we have at Augusta Tech. Their
investment in our college is also an investment in our community and future
workforce," stated Beverly Peltier, Director of Institutional Advancement and The
Augusta Technical College Foundation. "By funding FAST Skills Training, they are
enabling underserved and underemployed individuals to be a part of our
community’s economic recovery in a quick and efficient manner. We are keenly
focused on helping Augusta and its surrounding communities grow their workforce
and this grant opens the door for that to happen.”

This investment in Augusta Technical College is a part of Bank of America’s $1.25
billion dollar investment into communities of color to help drive economic mobility
in the communities they serve. Bank of America’s commitment will deepen and
extend ongoing initiatives that help workers acquire the skills they’ll need to fully
participate in the new economy.

About Augusta Technical College

Augusta Technical College, a unit of the Technical College System of Georgia, is a public
postsecondary institution that provides academic and technical education, customized business
and industry training, continuing education, student support, economic development, and adult
education services to its service area (Burke, Columbia, Lincoln, McDuffie, and Richmond
Counties) at a competitive financial value. Associate of Science Degrees, Associate of Applied
Science Degrees, diplomas, and technical certificates of credit are provided through traditional
and distance delivery methods. For more information, visit augustatech.edu.

About Bank of America

At Bank of America, we’re guided by a common purpose to help make financial lives better,
through the power of every connection. We’re delivering on this through responsible growth with
a focus on our environmental, social and governance (ESG) leadership. ESG is embedded across
our eight lines of business and reflects how we help fuel the global economy, build trust and
credibility, and represent a company that people want to work for, invest in and do business
with. It’s demonstrated in the inclusive and supportive workplace we create for our employees,
the responsible products and services we offer our clients, and the impact we make around the
world in helping local economies thrive. An important part of this work is forming strong
partnerships with nonprofits and advocacy groups, such as community, consumer and
environmental organizations, to bring together our collective networks and expertise to achieve
greater impact. Learn more at about.bankofamerica.com, and connect with us on Twitter

(@BofA News).
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